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14. Divisions 
 
1. A Member demanding a Division must stand for that purpose (if able to do so).  

A Division will not be allowed unless another 11 Members (i.e. 12 in total) stand 
in their places (if able to do so) to support the demand. 

 
2. If a Division is allowed, the Lord Mayor will ensure that two Tellers for the 

affirmative and two for the negative are appointed. If there are insufficient 
Members of the Court willing to act as Tellers, no Division will take place should 
instruct the Town Clerk to input the question into the electronic voting software. 

 

3. If a Division is allowed, the Town Clerk will ring the Division bell and at the 
expiration of three minutes they will ascertain whether a Division is still 
demanded. If so, the Bar of the Court will be closed after which no Member may 
enter or leave the Court except for the purpose of recording their vote until the 
Division has been declared closed. 

 
3. 4. The Town Clerk will repeat the Motion and every Member then present and 

wishing to vote will cast their vote either for the affirmative or the negative, using 
the electronic voting device provided,  using the electronic voting device provided 
(the Lord Mayor voting without leaving the Chair and having the right to a second, 
casting vote). The Ayes for the question will go through the Bar of the Court to 
the right of the Lord Mayor and the Noes through the Bar to the left, the votes 
being recorded at the respective exits. An option on the device will also allow 
Members to abstain, should they wish. 

 
4. Members wishing to abstain should remain seated and the Lord Mayor will seek 

confirmation of their intention before accepting a declaration from the Tellers that 
every Member wishing to vote has done so, after which the Bar of the Court will 
be re-opened and Members will return to their seats through the central entrance. 

 

5. The Town Clerk will call for the Tellers’ reports and declare the result. 
 
4. Once every Member has placed their vote, polling will close and the result will 

appear immediately, on a screen visible to all Members. 
 
5. Members will have an opportunity to scrutinise the votes and will stand if they 

wish to contest the vote recorded in their name.  
 
6. The Town Clerk will then declare the result.  
 
7. If it appears to the Lord Mayor that the electronic voting system cannot be used 

for any reason a vote should be taken through the following non-electronic 
mechanism: 

 
(a) The Lord Mayor will ensure that two Tellers for the affirmative and two for 

the negative are appointed. If there are insufficient Members of the Court 
willing to act as Tellers, no Division will take place.  

 
(b) If a Division is allowed, the Town Clerk will ring the Division bell and at the 



Appendix 1 

expiration of three minutes they will ascertain whether a Division is still 
demanded. If so, the Bar of the Court will be closed after which no Member 
may enter or leave the Court except for the purpose of recording their vote 
until the Division has been declared closed.  

 
(c) The Town Clerk will repeat the Motion and every Member then present and 

wishing to vote will cast their vote either for the affirmative or the negative 
(the Lord Mayor voting without leaving the Chair and having the right to a 
second, casting vote).  

 
The Ayes for the question will go through the Bar of the Court to the right of 
the Lord Mayor and the Noes through the Bar to the left, the votes being 
recorded at the respective exits.  

 
(d) Members wishing to abstain should remain seated and the Lord Mayor will 

seek confirmation of their intention before accepting a declaration from the 
Tellers that every Member wishing to vote has done so, after which the Bar 
of the Court will be re-opened and Members will return to their seats 
through the central entrance. 

 
(e) The Town Clerk will call for the Tellers’ reports and declare the result. 


